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Phone: 617-647-8670
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GEOGRAPHI C DI VI SI ON:
Nane: Celia Orgel
O fice: CENAD PP-S
Phone: 212-264-6484

ASR/ | NPR TEAM LEADER:
Nane: Richard L. Pi ke
O fice: CEHNC CE-DC
Phone: 256-895-1559

ASR TECHNI CAL REVI EVEER:

Nane: Dennis W Gl nore Nane: Thomas M Meekma

Ofice: CEMWS-ED P
Phone: 314-331-8108

O fice: SIOAC ESL
Phone: 815-273-8739

3. SI TE DESCRI PTI ON: The former Fort Madi son consists of

2.15 acres of land | ocated on a bluff overl ooking the Castine
Har bor, Bagaduce Ri ver, and Penobscot Bay, at the southern tip of
t he peni nsula where the town of Castine is |ocated, in Hancock
County, Maine. The site is currently owned by the Town of



Castine and nmaintained as a public park. The site is recognized
as a historical nonunent.

The fort is relatively intact and is |ocated on a cleared
area of 300 feet by 300 feet. The fort consists of a grass
covered earthworks 200 feet |ong and facing south. A small earth
covered building (the nagazine) 40 feet by 40 feet is |located
about 100 feet north of the earthworks. Topography consists of
rolling hills and wi de expanses of nearly level flats. Runoff
drains directly into the Bagaduce Ri ver and Penobscot Bay and
then to the Atlantic Ccean.

The area is characterized by pleasant sumers/falls and
cold winters/springs. Summertine highs are in the 70's. Wnters
are quite severe, with tenperatures well bel ow zero occurring
frequently. The cold season extends deeply into the normnal
springtinme. Heavy seasonal snowfalls exceeding 100 i nches occur
every 10 years with average yearly snowfalls at 72 inches.
Aver age annual precipitation is 44.34 inches.

4. SITE H STORY: The United States originally purchased the

| and containing three acres nore or |ess, including the beach, on
1 April 1809 in what was then Hancock County, Massachusetts

(Mai ne achi eved statehood in 1820). Fort Porter, an earthwork
fortification, originally arnmed with four 24 pounder guns, was
constructed in 1811 in anticipation of a war wi th Engl and.

Before the British occupied the fort from 1814-1815 and renaned
it Fort Castine, the Americans bl ew up the magazi ne.

Following the British evacuation on 15 April 1815, a snal
Anerican force reoccupied the Fort for a short tinme. The site
was periodically under caretaker status for sone years and then
abandoned until 1863 when Fort Madi son was built over the remains
of the earlier fort. It contained a magazi ne and five cannon,
three 32 pounders in enbrasures and two 24 pounders in barbette.
In 1865, the guns were renoved to Fort Knox, Mine.

The property was granted by an Act of Congress to the Town
of Castine on 30 July 1894 for use as a public park. The
property was awarded to the town in 1960 for historic nonunent
purposes. Today the 2.15 acre site remains a public park. The
| anguage of any acquisition or disposal docunents is not known.

5. PRQIECT DESCRI PTI ON

Si ze, Acres: 2.15
Former Use: Fortification
Present Use: Public Park and Hi storical Mnument

Pr obabl e End Use: Public Park and Hi storical Mnument
Ordnance Presence: None



6. CURRENT STATUS: The draft Archives Search Report (ASR) for
Fort Madi son was conpleted by the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers,
St. Louis District, in July 1997.

7. STRATEGY: RAC 5; NOFA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Techni cal

Advi sory G oup (TAG reviewed this ASR on 20 May 1998 and

determ ned that the appropriate site strategy is RAC 5, NOFA
based on the ASR Findings and initial ASR Concl usions and
Reconmendati ons. Reasons are: (1) Based on the extensive
archive searches perforned, the interviews with the owners of
this site, and the results of the site investigation, no evidence
of OE remaining on the site was found. (2) There wll be no
change in site conditions (i.e., developnent, etc.) where there
woul d be any potential hazard posed by any subsurface OE. (3)
During the War of 1812, there is a record that the Americans bl ew
up the nmagazine, but further detail regardi ng expl osives used or
ammuni tion on hand is not available. (4) There is no indication
of a hazard at the site as a result of the explosion since the
British subsequently occupied the site and there was a record of
ammunition inventory at the site in the years after the War of
1812. (5) In rebuilding the fort during the Gvil War years, it
woul d seemthat earth woul d have been noved and any hazards may
have been unearthed. (6) The ASR author stated that the current
magazi ne was originally sealed up by the city of Castine to keep
children fromentering. This was evidently done because they
were entering; if any OE had been present inside, it nost likely
woul d have been retrieved. (7) There were other forts of this
type in the immredi ate area, and at these sites and wthin the
town, the only OE that has ever been found is solid shot. (8)
Determ nation of project ineligibility for this site was nade at
the division level. At this stage, if the record of explosion is
now t he overriding consideration for deciding on a strategy of
EE/ CA, that nust be considered an act of war nmaking the site

i neligible.

HNC Safety Comrents: “Non-concur with NOFA on this site.” Wile
recommendi ng NOFA for this site, the ASR indicates that there may
be a potential for OE but since the site has a stable future,
NOFA is indicated. HNC Safety Safety concurred that there was a
potential for OE at the site. He questioned what type of
ordnance was in the nmagazine when it blew up, particulars
regardi ng the sealing of the present magazi ne, and what type of
ordnance has been found in the area. The response by the ASR
witer was: (1) The mamgazi ne was sealed by the city to keep
children fromentering. (2) There was no record of COE at the
site. (3) Findings of OE in the area and not necessarily at the
site has been solid shot. (4) He acquiesced to a strategy of



further action by CEHNC to answer the questions presented. The
TAG determ ned that a strategy of NOFA, RAC 5 was applicabl e.

CW CWMis not nentioned in the ASR and does not apply to this
site.

Q her Projects: None

Nat ural Resources: Federally threatened species occur within the
site area. State threatened species are not listed for this
site. They are listed in ASR Findings, para 3.5 on page 3-4. An
on-site inspection by appropriate State and Federal personnel may
still be necessary to verify the presence, absence or |ocation of
|isted species, or natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: The ASR indicated that the site is on the
Nati onal Register of H storic Places. Any intrusive neasures
taken within the area wll require oversight by the State

Hi storical Preservation Ofice (SHPO and/or other |ike

or gani zat i ons.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY:  NCFA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: NA



